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BROWN FAMILY # I cole Be P SAA MEE 


This family traces back to a James Brown,Sr. who was born September 23, 1767 in North 


x Carolina, At a young age of eleven years he enlisted in the Continental Army for three 


years on July 1, 1777. He fought in the Revolutionary War in Capt. Robert ‘enner's Co, 
2nd North Carolina Battalion, Commanded by Col. John Patten. His name appears on a Com- 
pany Roll dated at Camp White Plains on Sept. 9,1778. 

On June 15,1791, James Brown married Martha, the 16,year old daughter of John C. and 
-Susan.Gallman. Martha's birthday was January 5, 1775. ‘James and Martha Brown had nine 


children, listed below. 
James died May 15,1821 at the age of 54 years. Martha lived to be 82 years old and 


died June’ 14, 1857. It is not known where they lived or died, 


Children: . | | 
a i BARTLETT BROWN 1793 » m, Partheney Wilkinson,1822, She was dau. of John Wilkinson. 


IT, WILLIAM. BROWN 179%— m. Lucy Drak in 1824. She was dau. of Mauger and Martha Drak. 


III. MARTHA BROWN 1801- » m, David Butler in 1819, He was son of Ephram and Judah Butler 


Children: . David d. 1852 
1. Cyntha Ann Butler 1820 
2, James ‘B, Butler 1822-1823 
3. Jesse H, Butler 7824 
4, Ephram I, Butler 1827- 
5. David. B, Butler 1830- 
6. Martha E, Butler 1832- 
7. Christopher C, Butler 1836-1840, A little child. 
8, Mary: I, Butler 1834 
IV. JAMES BROWN JR, 1804 -  ) m. Susan Alford Aw Alrodd gan, aves ims fale spynys 1 B36 


Vv. BLIZABETH BROWN 1807-1832, m. Levi Cloud, 1827 
Children:: 7» x 
1. Aaren E, Cloud 1828- | 
2, Levi-d. Cloud 1830. 
3, Wiltiam A. Cloud 1832-1832,5 mo. old. 


VI. SUSAN CATHERINE BROWN 1810- om. William Coats 1835. Hed. 1852. 
There was:a William Coats that bought land hear Pine Springs from the government in 
1836, ‘Phe land’ was in Séctions 17 & 18, Township 7, Range 15E, It has not been checked 
to see if this was. the same Coats. . 
Children: Ty James B, Coats 1836- 


DAVID MONTGOMERY BROWN 1812-1884,m, mace A, Fort. (2) Rebecca Richardson. 

David came to Lauderdale County in 1835 and bought land of the government “in what later 
became Cénter Hill Community. He also bought land for investment in Pine Springs, His 
story appears: on following pages. He had 2@ children, 


VIII. ELUZIA BROWN 1816- » m, Isham C, Malone, 1834. 
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IX, BABY GIRL. BROWN | 1800- 1800 , died, six mo. old 
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DAVID MONTGOMERY BROWN Saye 
onc 


David M. Brown left—Nerth—Carelina when-he-was_a—young—man- in the early 1830's, He 
stopped in Georgia and stayed a while and then stopped again in Alabama, He drifted on 
over to Mississippi and crossed the state. He heard about the land that was available 
for $1.25 in Lauderdale Co. so he went back over to the new county and applied for a 
patent on some land in the northern part of the county. He also bought small plots here 
and there where it was available with the idea of selling or trading it later to turn a 
profit. |. Vater Phgaytt Lyn vd Gaeta 3 pout chip A Sit Biwe Spada, 

“David then set about building a home, He used square hewn logs, weatherboarded on 
the outside and ceiled on the inside with 12 inch boards of heart pine. It was a sub- 
stantial house and was meant to last a long time - which it did. 

Now that he had a house and land, he needed a wife, He thought about a a girl that 
he had met along the way, back in Alabama, She was a.charming and aristocratic Miss 
Eliza A, Fort, the daughter of William and Mary Fort *He traveled back to Alabama, married 
the young lady, and brought her back to Mississippi. He made the trip in the winter time 
SO an be back home by spring to put in a cotton crop, They were married January 
5, 1827. 

Back home, David began to raise kids and cotton. He and Eliza had ten children before 
she died,in April..of 1858, He“desperately needed another mother for his many children so 
in August of that same year he married Miss Rebecca J. Richardson, a neighbor's daughter. 
David and Rebecca also had ten children. Mi 1ESB — Rebaceo, Brown oned Fellowship O,, Aug [BEE 7 ay psa: 

As the children became school ageed, David became concerned because there were no 
schools anywhere about. He and all his brothers and sisters had had good educations, and 
in wanted to do as well for his own children. Lauderdale County was “sparcely: settled at 
the time, but. the men that did live there got together to discuss the possibility of 
starting some sort of school. They met under a large oak tree to talk things over. 

It was dicided that they would have a school in a house that was already built on David 
Brown's place. It was a one-room log house with a large open fireplace and windows with 
wooden shutters, David consented to being the teacher, and the rate of tuition was set. 
They met again later and made hand-hewn logs into benches for the students. 

The school was located about one-forth mile from Drip Off Springs, and the school was 
named Drip-Off School. David M, Brown taught his sons and the sons of his neighbors in 
this school for many years. 

Years later this school was moved to another private house, and still later into the 
Brip Off Baptish Church, which was very near these-beautiful springs. This church and 
school had a new building built for this purpose. Drip Off School eventually became 
consolidated with Center Hill School in 1917. 

By 1860 when the North and South went to war, David Brown was a wealthy man. He owned 
fheasy slaves to farm his plantation and he had made money on buying and selling real estate. 
He was considered a just man and many time his neighbors or friends would seek his advice 
in their difficulties, He was a friend to all - the poor and the rich alike, He was 
an educated man at a time when a good education was a scarce commodity. 

David M, Brown died November 27,1884 at the age of 72 years. He had lived a long and 
productive life. He had helped make “auderdale County. : ) 


His children are listed on the following pages. po 
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WILLIAM (BUCK) BROWN 
married Drusella Avara born in 1838 died 1865 
second wife was Sarah Sally House born 1847 
she was the daughter of Marcus DeLafayette House 


_ This information was given in Jan 1986 by the last known grandchild of Marcus and 
Elizabeth House. She lives in Groesbeck, Limestone county, TX and is the daughter of 
Annie May the last sibling of Sarah Sally. She told stories that her grandmother has told 
about Sally and her husband. The only name she knew at the time was they called him 
Mississippi Brown. Because they did not know his first name and married in Mississippi 
they said he and Sally’s father had a falling out and that is the reason they stayed in 
Mississippi when the rest of the House family moved to Texas.(Springfield, Limestone 
Co.) The stories were they never had any further contact with Sally after that. 

Marquis(Marcus)House was born July 4 1825 in Tenn. he married Elizabeth Frances 
Terry about 1844. The first daughter was born in Tenn. and Sally in Ms. Marcus served in 
the 8th Ms Confederate Guard Co. out of Lauderdale Co. He came out as a Captain. The 
granddaughter is in her 90’s but is still sharp and is jotting down memories in a journal, 
she told of a Uncle Henry and Uncle Jesse. They all scattered in different counties to 
obtain land along rivers upon their arrival to Texas. There seems to be many twins in the 
House family and Methodist ministers. 

I have been told this line’s name was once Houseman and they came from Holland. 
The “houseman” from the Royal house of Holland married a Daughter from the royal 
family and came to Americia. Living in Pa. Have been told arriving in Americia dropped 
the “man” from Houseman. 


WILLIAM (BUCK) BROWN born in 1839 died 1901 
DRUSILLA AVARA born in Aug 30 1848 died 1865 
1. William S. Brown born 1860 
2. Jefferson Davis Brown born 1862 
3.Cullen O. Brown born 1864 


William(Buck )Brown married Sallie House in 1866 died 1901 
Sarah Sallie House born 1849 
daughter of Marcus(Marquis)deLafayette House andElizabeth 
Frances(Terry)House- Lauderdale Co. Ms both buried Limestone Co. Tx 
1- Mary Elizabeth Brown)Molly) dob/ 12/22/1866 dod 12/19/1936 
married Elie Walker 
Children 
Spencer Walker 
Lula Walker married Albert Lovett 
Lea Walker married Claude White 
Odessa Walker 
2-David Marcus Brown(Gull) 1869 
3-Maude B. Brown born May 23 1872 died Feb 15 1919 married 
William” Will” Talbert born June 20, 1870 died Nov 13 1937 
1-Sadie Talbert born 1892 
2-Sally ElmaTalbert(Duck)Brown born 1894 (married John E. 
Brown born 1892 
children are 
Melba 1915 Married Ford Covington 
Elaine 1917 (1-Homer Snowden 2-Wallace Merrill) 
Robbie Sue 1918 (Durwood Merrill) 
Helen Maude(Cecil Raniger) 
Ruth (Julius Summers) 
Sara Joyce Cook(Jack Cook) 
Robert “Bobbie’Brown (1Ann Alford -2 Mary Blount) 
3-Valzaz Talbert Bailey born 1899 
married Leon Bailey 
Her child Leon Bailey Jr. 
Pure Bailey 


4-Tristan”’' Trick” Talbert born 1902 
married Edna 
his children 


married Vivian Troythena Ollhoft- born Dec 10,1909 
Lauderdale Co 

Children 

George Wallace Richardson-born Feb 5,1945 Lauderdale 
Co married 

Garrie Ann Ross Richardson- born March 16,1946 


5MARTIN T. (mart) BROWN born 1879 killed in tornado 1932 
Married Ann Haggleton born 1888 
Children Nona(Thead ) born 1907 
Cola (Ross) born 1905 
Sallie Ethell(Carr) born 1910 
William B” Buddy” Brown born 1915 dod Jan 1980 
Judy Edna born 1912 
6-Walter Alex Brown born1882 
married Maude Kinard born 1889 
children 
Preston Brown born 1909 
Melba Brown born 1918 
Lottie Mae Brown born 1919 
7-ALBERT SYLVESTER(BERT) BROWN born Jan 3 1884 died Sept 25 
1964 married Cora Love born May 7 1899 died Feb 7 1975 
Children Essie Era born Sept 19 1906 died April 15, 1975 
W.F.born Nov 20, 1907 died July 11 1989 
Syble Annie born June 11,1911 
Katherine Girtrude born May 7 1913 
Dorothy May born Feb 7 1918 


8- SOLVESTER ALBERT (Bart)/BROWN Feb 6 1886 died April 20 1981 
lived in clarksdale Ms all his adult live, is buried at Oakridge Cemetery 
Clarksdale Ms 
Married (1) Betty Edwards 
one son William(Buster) Brown dob/1914 dod/1983 Clarksdale Ms. 
(2) Amy Steen Brown 
adopted Donald Brown. 


seven grandchildren 


Martha Hodges 
Gloria Hughes married Robert Hughes 


5-Bartaw Talbert born 1905(Ruby Key) 

His Child Sammy 
6Gladys Talbert Covington born 1908(Terry Covington) 
7-Kemmy Talbert born 1911 


4Annie Brown born Nov 6,1876 died Nov 2.1929 buried Fellowship Cemetary. 
Fellowship Baptist Church, Bailey Ms Lauderdale Co. 
Married George Vester Richardson born Oct 7 1876 died Jan 24, 1942 
Buried Fellowship Baptist Church Cemetary. Bailey Ms 
Children: 
Edward 1917 
Sallie Estell Richardson born Aug 3,1897 died April 22 1949 
buried in Gumlog Cemetary Bailey Ms married (James “Jeff” 
Jefferson Wilson)Born March 12 1891 died 
Nov 29 1978 Buried in Gumlog Cemetary Bailey Ms 
Georgia Wilson Snowden-born Jan. 27 1922 Lauderdale Co. 
Kenneth Richardson Wilson-born June 25,1923 died March 29 
1933 buried Gumlog Cemetary Bailey Ms 
James” Whit” Wilfred Wilson-born Aug 14 1925 Lauderdale Co. 
George Vester Wilson- born March 8, 1928 Lauderdale Co 
Jessie Wall Richardson-born Oct 21 1900 Lauderdale Co. Died April 
7,197 buried at Fellowship Baptist Church Cemetary. 
married Willie Sue Harvey Richardson born July 6 1904 Lauderdale 
Died March 2,1978 buried at Fellowship Church Cemetary 
Bailey Ms 
Children are 
Jesse Wall Richardson Jr. Born Sept 3,1921 Lauderdale 
Co. died April 2, 1971 buried at Fellowship Baptist 
Church Cemetary, Bailey Ms 
married Alice( ) Richardson had one child 
Cynthia Sue Richardson born in Victoria Texas 
Louise born 1906 
Jodie Mac Richardson born Jan 28 1904 Lauderdale Co. died 
Feb. 5, 1963 buried at Fellowship Baptist Church Cemetary 
Bailey Ms 
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_ his widow, Mere, Cora Lave 

ToT BT As 7 Brown: three dauvhters, Mes 
5: A= (Bert) Brown ne ela Mre Frond 
The fancral of S.A. (erty An and Mrs. Dorothy Talbert 9 
rawn of Hailey is scheduled for. Meridian: one son, W. FP. Rrawn 
9 @'clock Monday morning in. Meridian: six grandchildren: 1 
the Stephens Funeral tome Chap-| great - grandchildren: and ons 
A wilh the fev! ifacald Harris} brother, Bart) Brown of Clarks 
4nd -Elder Wo T. Tatbert con.y,dale, 
ducting, The Rev, Harold O'Chest-! 
‘er will assist’ In’ the services) 
Buriat will follow_in _the e_ Magy 
Hon Cemetery” ee [hi 
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dingfield, Creston Rrown, Barts 
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 Setvices.will be Tuesday at2 p.m. 
nt Jvationaf Funeral Chapel with 
Dr. F K. Horton officiating. Burtal 
will Ge in Oakridge Cemetery. 
 Nattonal Funeret Home is in a 
chargeofarrangements, 
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" CHILDREN OF DAVID MONTGOMERY BROWN 


ys 
a yt a TEN CHILDREN BY EACH WIFE: Borst a 
rus *" I. JAMES B. BROWN eae n 9e% ca ee Qo 
ry ca Born: 189%,Lauderdale Co,Ms.: ea Died: In Texas. eee stag er 
esr Married: Cynthia &. Stephens, coe 6,1855. Ligein ete) dae ef Chass SPF" 
Grew up and married in Lauderdale Co. inlisted in Gontedsrate Amy, served 


several months until his health became impaired. He was released and moved 
his family to Texas, ee there Oe rest oF his life. 


Children: Uakmewrte \Woey 4r uth) @ by ged ans a cat ae 
II. WILLIAM B. "BUCK" ae ee aa 
th Born: $8$@,Lauderdale Co,Ms. Died: °°! ae Path, pO cae dela 
ef SA »(  Married:@Drusilla Avara, Aug.30, 1858, iaderdale Cos Pam ee Oe 
~ >t ore Buck served un the CSA in Co. C, 41 Miss. Regiment, where he was promoted” to 
pried” yy 4” Captain and won many honors for valor. He was wounded several times, one eS 


até ' 
2 ire Sie wound was in the head which gave him trouble the rest of his life. He died 
Co from this wound many years later. Raised a family in podee ene County. », Howst " 
Children:(¢) Lorie Gall eg 


ay Org : 
ic? (oe 1, WILLIAM S. BROWN 1860- 5. DAVID Mat” BROWN 1869,19y-VadenStephene: 
t Ls ae 2. JEFFERSON DAVIS BROWN 1862- | 6. MAUDE B. BROWN 1873-25 m, Wall Talbert pants!’ 
J 3. CULLEN 0. BROWN 1864- 7. ABATE E. BROWN 1877- Awalé— me veer® © yo) 
4. MARY F. BROWN 1867= r id 2. Ds ena 18am 8 086 32-48b 3 
III. INFANT DAUGAHTER 1841-1841 A aie a HOE ae ec ikek 
; ween TE pt se & ao bs ert it 
IV. OLIVER G. BROWN elem tector Tn oie Nei 8 Be 
Born: 1842, Lauderdale Co. Died: 1919 (Kemper Co,Ms.™ oe eh, ee 


ae Married: (1)Miss Sinai M. Brown, Jan.23,1861,Laud. Co. She was dau. of Capt. 
ree John Brown and Eliza (Davidson) Brown, of Gumlog Church. (From Brown Fam. #2, 
ff no relation) (2)L.H.King,Feb.29,1864. She was dau of David R.P. & Bliz.King. 
< “Oliver served in the CSA in Co. K, 13’ Miss. Reg., Barksdale Brigade. He fought 
ry . in the Battle of Gettysburg. While he was off at war his daughter, Avarilla, 
Ca was born and his wife died. When he came home, Sinai's parents were so fond 
of the little girl that they begged to keep her. Oliver consented and he 
married again and moved to Kemper County, where he died in 1919. Déehkads- 
Children: (May have had more in Kemper Co.) 
1. AVARILLA VICTORIA BROWN 1862, m. Lewis Lenton Covington, had 10 children. 
(She is listed under Brown fam. #2.) 


9 V. JOHN A. BROWN Lu, > 
Born: 1845,Lauderdale Co. Died: 1917,Lauderdale Co. 


ont me Married: "Eliza" Ann White, May 5, 1865, Laud.Co. She was dau of James Wesley and 
y Elizabeth Emily (Pierce) White vihlo lived near Mt. Carmel Church. 
a John served 2 yrs. in the CSA in Co. C, 41 Miss. Regiment. He was wounded 
Gy wy \ £ and was in a hospital in Greenville, NC ‘when the war ended. He came home and 
«> abe married after the war. He lived on a farm near his wife's parents (Obediah). 
a -” Children: ovt sev had 1 ARM 
gph 1. LIDIA BROWN’ 1866,::m. Tom. Williamson Sie. 
voi 4 iga4 2° JEFFERSON BROWN 1862: fin. Fanny Williamson Cara 
3. HUBERT CLELLY BROWN 1864, m. Beulah C. Pace, dau. LOL stonze & Pinkie Pace. 
cd eo 4G, PEARL BROWN 18°", m. Martin Pace, bro of Beulah: 12g Letoencou » Fimkiw (Dp Cason) pact 


ee) 5. BERT BROWN 18_, m. Brannon 
hae 6. WILLIE (William?) BROWN 18, m. (2) 
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VI. DAVID E. BROWN ae Ruy 2 1909 
Born: 1847,Lauderdale Co. a Pied: 1907, Lauderdale Co. 


ae Married: Eliza Francis Davidson, Nov.1,1867,Laud. Co. Eliza was reared by 
oe her step-father, Bennet Rose Pace of Pine Springs (See Pace fam. history.) 

yeh “David enlisted in the CSA and fought in Co. H, Grace's Battalion, under eid 
Yee Capt. John Cochran, Gen. Patton,commanding, in 1864, Served Six months « atiel 1 


“x3 They made their home in Lauderdale Co, EL128 FPL for Con. Rorartr? in 141b 
oe, * we Children: Hap 4,80") 2 cr yimurlle & SOM 5 dD. Ws brown e 
phot es re "JACK ALONZO‘ BROWN MD 1873- syamey Pate dom? OS 
AI suo 2. MARY JANE "MOLLIE" BROWN 1874, m. D. D. Pace ~ 29tf 1 AveRey PR cea 8 
wn Ae “3° ANDREW WESLEY BROWN 1876, m. Anna Rose Pratt,1905,dau of Joseph A.Pratt, (qv) 
4 JOHN Ades BREAN 1878, m. Marcella Wwillamsdéd - ics atic. of Lsaltte, nig ta, ne a oie 
Lived @ vimyrllg ty ale 6. avg iter _ he gal jeer ret 


par «f nept. 0 sLaudCo. Died: Sept.22,1910.bur Fellowship Church. 
ote e eeier Martha Jane Carpenter, 187_, dau of Hilliard and Esther Emmeline 


a (Stephens) Carpenter of Laud. Co. 
ey They stayed in Lauderdale Co. and raised a family. She d. 1916. 
yey Children: 
ek 1. WILLIAM P. BROWN 1873- 


2. MARY ANNA BROWN 1876- 
3. HILLIARD BROWN 1879- 


VIII. JEFFERSON DAVIS BROWN 2 
» Born: Mar.16;1852;,Laud?-Co. Died: Deé:18,1929,bur Fellowship Church fete 
w” Married: Charlotte Averline "Avie" Pruitt, Dec.31,1871,Laud.Co. She was dau of wont 
soe, ae Milford and Naomi E. (Windham) Pruitt of Lauderdale Co. Auts Fay st ane Be Np * 
Aa 2°, Jeff and Avie first lived near Center Hill, but in 1903 they bought 4 actés we 
from their son-in-law, Jarted Snowden of Pine Springs (qv). It was the SE % 
<a c of the SE quarter of Section 33, Township 8, Range 15E. They lived there 
g4 until they sold out to Jesse Bounds én +943. Gan 4,912 
A Children: yyruLr 
ve? 1. VENNIEW! BROWN 1873-1910, m. Timothy Jarf&ed Snowden 1990;Laud:Co,son of 
Thos. V. and Nancy Jane Snowden of Center Hill -Shucktown area. 
(Children listed under Snowden family, (qv). 
2. B. FRANK BROWN 18, m. (1)Fannie Curtis (2)Pearl Powell,1909,lived near 
Fellowship Church. ~ 
3, DASAED- JESSE BROWN 187, m. Prememipipee.— lay) om. MAvey M. —___ [1977- 920) 
4. WILLIAM LUTHER "WILLIE" BROWN 1878-1951, TO5T, - Nellie Barnett, a sister of 
Miss. Gov. Ross Barnett. No children. 
5. MYRTIE LOVENIA BROWN 1890-1970, m. William Henry "Will" Vincent, son of 
Issac Henry "Ike" and Cornelia Alma (Jolly) Vincent of Laud. Co. (qv). 
Myrtie and Will Vincent were living in Jones Co, Ms. when they died but 
“were ret. to Laud. Co. where they were bur. in Magnolia Cem. Three. child. 
a JAMES "JIMMY" BROWN 1893, m. &4!seS, sister of Irene, qesgerguwife. | 
7, OSSTE BROWN 1895, m. aiyrtle George BE 187-1957 Fell 


IX. ALBERT ” GALEATIN BROWN | 
Born: Oct: 7/,1853;bauderdate’Go,Ms. ied: Aug.21,1938,bur. Fellowship Ch. 
Married: Susan Telitha McDonald, Nov.6,1873. She was dau. of John and Jane 
(Vaughn) McDonald who lived near Pine Springs, toward Bailey. 
Albert bought land in the Southwest quarter of Section 35, Township /7, 
Range 15E in the 1890's and moved to the “edge"’ of Pine Springs. Albert 
had a house almost in the corner of the Philadelphia (or Decatur) road (now . 


a 
qo 
r 


‘a 


a Pa 


Brown #1/pg.5 


Hwy.495) and the turnoff road that went to Pine Springs. His farm joined the 
Pace farm on the west side. Albert and Susie were farmers and were members 


of Fellowship Baptist Church. 


Children: 


lg 


“ in 
DAISIE A. BROWN 1874-1952, m. Chris.Columbus "Lum'' Cunningham,1890, son of 
Robert and Mary Cunningham. Lived near Center Hill. 


Children: 

A. Berta Cunningham, 1891 G. Ruby C. Cunningham 1902 

B. Henry Grady Cunningham 1893 H. Roy C. Cunningham 1904-1933 
C. Larcena Telitha Cunningham 1894 I. E. Inez Cunningham 1907 

D. Susan Mathiel Cunningham 1896 J. Audrey M. Cunningham 1910 
E. Elsie G. Cunnigham 1898 ~ 1414 K. Theron W. Cunningham 1912 
E. E. Lucile Cunningham 1900 L. Durwood W. Cunningham 1914 


. FLORENCE AUGUSTA BROWN 1876-1949, m. (1)Andrew Mott,1894,son of Randall 


Mott of Neshoba Co. (2)William.L. Snowden,1901 

Children: (One from each marriage. ) . 

A. Andrew Mott,Jr. 1896- 

B. Barney Leroy Snowden 1904 Dex. 


3. EDITH TRUMAN BROWN 1877-18 _, died young. tht Qu bom 
4, LILLIE Z. BROWN 1879-1920, m. Henry Gus. Etheridge,1903. He was son of Matk— 
and Vike, inia E.R. (White) Ethridge. This Marpcce Etheacd ea, plead wr Eured (e and 
Children: Teme eenere cere VIR, The Aa devreceh, Sitar UARIGhT, A eves 
Fa ype peers” 


A. Clarice Ethridge 1907- E. Claudie G. Ethridge 1916 
B. Mark Leicester Ethridge 1908- F. Billie E. Ethridge 1920 
C. Susan Virginia Ethridge 1909- a Eunice Evelyn Ethridge,1913-1914,1 yr. 
D. Mable Ivaughn Ethridge 1915- 


. RUFUS ALEXANDER BROWN 1880-1934, m. Ora Branning,1906. She was dau of Will- 


iam R: and Amanda Branning. Rufus and his brother Clyde Brown and two of 

their sons got into a scrap with Joe Smith (qv), in which Smith was killed. 

They stood trial for murder but were acquitted. Rufe died 8 yrs. later. 

Children: 

A. Rufus Dewroth Brown 1908- , m. Fairy Hughes (he was her 3rd husband) 

B. Reon Brown 1909, was arrested with his father and acquitted. Moved to 
Texas but later returned to live at Bailey in Lauderdale Co. 

C. Oliver Brown 1912, m. Laura Mae Cunningham. Called "Blind Brown", he was 
hit in face with buckshot when he was a young man. 

BERNICE MAE BROWN 1882-19, m. George W. Miles, 1902, son of Doss Miles of 

Tullos, La. They lived in Louisiana. ; 


Children: 
A. Quiney Terry Miles 1903- D. Thelma Ernestine Miles 1909- 
B. Albert Odell Miles 1905-1933 E. Delwood Frayne Miles 1911- 
C. Ola May Miles 190/7- F, Lila Urline Miles 1912-1914 
. CLYDE VERNON BROWN 1884- , m. Loza Franklin, 1909. She was dau of Dr. 


W.D.Franklin, an old country doctor that was from Walnut Grove, Miss. 

Clyde bought the Brown farm after his father died and built a house on the 

place. Later he sold the fam to his brother Clarence, and moved to Collins- 

ville where he opened a store on Hwy. 19N. Clyde was arrested for killing 

ee along with his brother Rufe and his son, Vernon. All acquited. 
ildren: 


A. William Vernon Brown 1910- D. Ila Elizabeth Brown 1918- 
B. Albert Monroe Brown 1913- E. Otis Eugene Brown, 1920- 
C. Stennis P. Brown 1916- F. Charles Arnold Brown 1922- 


Eugene and Amold both had stores on Hwy.19N in Collinsville. 


/S 


Ne 
XI. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN BRO! 
Born: 1859,Lauderdale Co. 


AE. 


ELS 
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8. MARYANN HASSELTINE BROWN 1886-19 __, m. Paul Gordon Gathright ,1908. He was 


son of Capt. A.P.Gathright. 


Children: 


A. Albert Gordon Gathright 1909- 
B. Richard Eugene Gathri 
9, CLARANCE IRA BROWN 1888- 


C. Richard Eugene Gathright 1815- 


1974, m. Leona Williams,1909. She was dau of Payton 


Williams. It is not known where they lived when they first married, but 
around the time of World War I Clarance bought the Brown farm from his 
brother Clyde and they moved into the house that Clyde had built on the 
place. Clarance was a good farmer and they raised their family there. 


The Brown children never 


did go to Pine Springs school, but rode, first, 


a wagon to Center Hill School, then later a school bus. The roads were not 


paved back then and 


in the wet winter months often they would all have to 


get out and help push the school wagon up the muddy hill at Tom Richardson's 
on the way to school.Their church membership was at Fellowship Baptist, so 
although they lived near Pine Springs, they didn't really have a lot of con- 


tact with the ‘local’ folks except at some social functions and upon special 
occasions. They were good neighbors. 


Children: 


GQ) ry IO 0) We 


Children: 


Zoia Lee Brown 1918- 


. Lee Roy Brown 1910-1913, Three years old. 

. Dennis Odell Brown 1913-1914, One year old. 

. Howard Peyton Brown 1916-198_, m. Maxine Summerall of Suqualena. 

m. Henry Gray (div.) Now living on old Brown fam. 

. Ruth Virginia Brown 1921-1972, m. J.P.Smith 

. A.G.Brown 1923, m. Elizabeth Winkham of Oakland,Cal. Now lives in Cal. 

. Clarence I. "Buddy John" Brown,Jr. 1925-1973, Did not marry. 

10. CLAUDIA ESTELLE BROWN 1890-19_, 
of Nate Semmes. W.D. d. in 1936. 


m. W.D.Semmes,1913, Natchez,Ms. He was son 


A. William Semmes 1914-1920,Chitdy=--D.:Roger Semmes 1920- 


B. Natie Semmes 1916- 
C. Robert Senmes 1920- 


E. Jodie Semmes 1923- 


11. LILIA L. BROWN 1892-19, m. Guy D. Branning,1919. He was son of William 


R. and Amanda Branning. 


Children: Unknown. 


12, JULIUS J. BROWN 1894-1919, Did-not marry. 
X. GEORGE GLENN BROWN 1855-1855, Died an infant. 


Married: 


Children: Unknown. 
MARY ALICE BROWN 


Born: 1860,Lauderdale Co. 


Married: 


Children: Unknown. 
LAURA LUVENIA BROWN 


Born: 1862, Lauderdale Co. 


N 


Married: (7) Gb: =. 
Children: Unknown. 


Died: 


Died: 


Died: 
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XIV. 


XVI. 


XVII. 


XVIII. 


IXX. 
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ROBERT LEE BROWN 


Born: 1863,Lauderdale Co. Died: 
Married: (?) 
Children: 


. WALTER SCOTT BROWN | 


Born: 1865, Lauderdale Co,Ms. Died: 

Married: Mrs. Fostina "Tina" (Phillips) Wright, 1894. She was dau of James 
and Martha C. (Tinsley) Phillips of Moscow, Kemper Co. She had been married 
to William Wright, son of "Uncle Jimmy" (James Berrygrove) and Mary Jane 
Wright who came to Pine Springs to live in 1898. Her first husband had been 
shot on their wedding night in 1891 and she had started teaching school. 
They lived in Center Hill Community. 

Children: 

A. Lester Orien Brown 

Bs. Geleste-Brown 

C. Otho Brown 


OSCAR LAVELLE BROWN 

Born: 1869, Laud. Died: 

Married: Mattie M. McDonald, 1889, dau. of W.C. and Mary (Gallespie) McDonald. 
They moved to Texas to live. 

Children: Unknown. 


VICTOR EUGENE BROWN 

Born: 18/2,Lauderdale Co. Died: 
Married: Addie Pool, 1902, lived in Perry Co, Ms., not far from Hattiesburg. 
Children: Unknown. 


IDA L. BROWN 
Born: 18/4, Lauderdale Co. Died: A young child. 


MINNIE LEE BROWN 

Born: Mar.20;,18/6;Lauderdale Co. Died: Jan.29,1951,bur Fellowship Church. 
Married: Robert Lee Miles, 1895. HE was son of Jasper & Mary Ann (McDonald) 
Miles. They lived in Center Hill Community . 

Children: 


. REDMAN BROWN 


Born: 1878, Lauderdale Co. Died: 
Married: 


Children: 


/8 
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alleged fight between the Browns’ 
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District Attorney Martin Miller 


‘and, County Attorney, J. V. Gipson, | 
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: Brown and his ‘brother, Rufus, and} 


. two sons, Reon and Vérno 


‘summoned: by Sheriff. Storie, for | 
jJointly, indicted: 2 


and Smiths’ about-three years ago, ' 
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BROWN TRIAL | Se, of the case against Clyde 
| SET; CIRCUIT © brown sgn by apne 
~ COURT OPENS ee 
eee i : = oe 


summoned by: Sheriff Stone, for 
trial of the case imine! Wed: 


Making a forceful, concise 


oughly investigate all phases of! 0. 
any violations of the law, Judge J. neSday aaisgad ; 
D. Fatheree, of Quitman, opened |_. District Biorasy Martin Miller 
the August term of circuit court [#24 County Attorney, J. V. Gipson, 
‘Monday morning. will ‘conduct the. prosecution.. 
T. W. Ellin is foreman of the ‘Marion W. Reily and J. E. Parker 
a d. poe The: sasaibese- axe will. represent the defenflant. At 
E ‘ Pad Jr. J. C. Germany | t2e time of the trouble, which oc- 
Gc aster TW Stallings G ah curred near the home. of the prin-. 
Lockard: 5. C. McElroy J W: cipals in the Bailey vicinity, Clyde 
Rich H. W. White T. B. Mathews (prown and his brother, Rufus, and 
Louis Curtis, S. B. Butchee, W. E. ‘two sons, Reon and: Vernon, ° were 


Lee, E. E. Knight, J. H. Hurt, 0, |J0mtly indicted. | 

F. Payne, J. B. Seegers ana RL uy Request for separate trials was 
1 Moreland: made . and ‘granted. Clyde Brown 
was convicted ' of _manslaughter, 
but.on appeal to the’ supreme court 
the verdict was ‘reversed and sent 
back for retrial, The outcome of 
all. of. the-cases -is depending on 
the -result-: ofthe. charge. ageinst 
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BROWN TRIAL |: 
| SED; CIRCUIT © 
COURT OPENS| 


Makin a forceful, concise 
{charge to the grand jury to thor- 
oughly investigate all phases of 
any violations. of the law, Judge J. 
D. Fatheree, of Quitman, opened 


the August term of circuit court 


‘Monday morning. 


T. W. Elkin is foreman of the 
grand. jury. The members are 
T. L. Johson, Jr., J. C. Germany, 
G. C.:Taylor, J. W. Stallings, G. T. 
Lockard, J. C.. McElroy, J. W: 
Rich, H. W.. White, T. B. Mathews, 
Louis Curtis, S. B. Butchee, W. E. 
Lee, E. E. Knight, J. 4. Hurt, 0. 
F. Payne, J. B. eee and ‘R. L. 
Moreland. 


{all of. the cases -is depending on 


Pete Teer a i wie eelet 


“To. Take Up “Brown jae 


. eeeiie of the case against Clyde 
Brown, charged by the state with 
the murder of. Joe Smith, during an 
alleged fight between :the Browns 
.and Smiths about three years ago, 
‘featured opening .of court. A 
special venire of.75 men is being 
summoned by Sheriff Stone, for 
trial of “the case , peeing: Wed- 
neSday at 8:30. . 


District eae Martin Miller 
‘and County Attorney, J. V. Gipson, 
will ‘conduct the. prosecution. 
‘Marion W. Reily and J. E. Parker 
will. represent the defenfant. — At 
the time of the trouble, which oc- 
eurred near ‘the. home. of the prin-- 
Cipals in the Bailey vicinity, Clyde 
Brown and his brother,. Rufus, and 
two sons, Reon and Vernon, were 
jointly. indicted. ae 
be ‘Request for separate ‘tials - was 
‘made . and ‘granted. Clyde Brown | 
‘was’ convicted Of | _manslaughter, 
but-.on appéal to the supreme court 
the verdict was’ reversed and sent 
back ‘for retrial. The outcome of 


‘the -result-; of..the. charge. Sgainst 
Clyde Brown, it was stated. 0.21 
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oZames A BECK 


me ee, 


P.O:fox 696906 

STeckTorv, CA. °9S26F 

(Goz) 98C-BPYLS pee? eas Tssitih CHER 
Walter Scott 9 Mar 1865 7 Boe Ney ae aS is prizZ TO 

Teen = oe Tyas VlOF Sees j 

Oscar Levelle 20 Ang 1866 34 & i Oe eer wget aT 

‘Victor Eugene 1 Mar 18724 39 (Mh 

Ida Ll. 10 May 1874 «3% 

Minhie Lee 20 Mar 1876’: 4% 7 

Redman 6 Apr 1876 4¢ = +/ 


mee 
Ss JAMES BURWELL BROWN ?7° 4 
| born 2 Oct 1837 -: ee i 
died 7 Dec 1908 pop pee eeeet 
married Cyntha S. Stephens 6 Dec 1855 ied pie bs 
born 3 Mar 1839 
mn died 25 St 1976 
of her father was CHARLES STEPHENS 
Children of this union 
2° 39 David Elijah born 299 Oct 1857; died same date 
“ Ut Burwell James born 4 Aug 1859 
¢/- Y | John Rufus born 22 May 1861; died 9 Dec 1925 
7 W 2. William Oliver born 22 May 1863 | 
“* i  Albartus Jay born 15 Aug 1864; died 28 Mer 1887 
jo U'le Naney Narcissa born 28 Jen 1866; died 21 Nov 1937 
<0 ©” Felix Hilliard born 9 Feb 1868 
4 Susan Absolom born 24 Dec 1869; died 4 Mar 1911 
a i 7 Iva Lee born 29 Aug 1871; died 22 Feb 1934 sg 
<—-6~ Mary Abice born 6 Mar 1874 407% DIED FERRI IF 37 
4+ YS Henry Isham born 25 Dec 1876. 
James Burwéll Brown married his second wife 
<5 Malinda E. Boyd 14 Jan 1878 
born 22 May 1856 
died 14 Dee 1939 


2 eee 


wf S ‘> Ladocia Jane 18 Apr 1886 
— 2% Fannie Ann 2 Jan 1889 


JOHN RUFUS BROWN 
born 22 May 1841 _ 
died 9 Dee 1925 | 
buried in Past Cemetery, Past, Texas in lot #432; grave site #8 
Married SARAH ELIZABETH LACcY : 
born 9 Oct 1867 
died 6 June 1891 
Children born to this union 
William Franklin 17 Aug 1883 
Lucy Ivey 7 Sept 1685 
Nezzie Leola 30 July 1887 
Jay Albartus 29 Jan 1889 
John Rufus born 7 May 1891; died 17 July 1891 


John Rufus Brown married his second wife, 


Ae. 
’ 


THS WILLIAM PRANKLIN = FAMITY 
: ’ 
gon? oa 


In 1913, my father, WILLIAM FRANKLIN BROWN, came into the Sand Flat 
commmity to be the Principal of the Chrestman Sehool. He took board 
and room with Mr. and Mrs. icthns Stewart and it was she who. arranged. 
for ADA FRANCES BUROES, daughter of James Henry Burges and Sarah Fransina 
Rudd, to have Simmday dinner with them the first week of school to meet 
the eligible widover. They were married 19 April 1914 at her father's 


home sone two miles vest of Sand Flat. Bs was. born 22 December 1915 on. 


a fifty ¢ acre farn Dad and Mother had bought in 1915 abou one: mile: - 


northeast. of Sand Flat on. the Canton — Quitman Road. 


My father descended from several fine old Southern temilies from. 
Virginia, North, and..South Carolina and Georgia. The Browns oft recerd | 
begin with the birth of James Brovn 23 September 1767; died 15 ‘May 1821; 
married 15 Jame 1791, Martha. . Galinan, born 5 January 17753 died 14 June: 
1857; daughter of John C., died 1 March 1829; and Susan fla Vinaii, died 
10 June 18324. ‘Their son, David Montgomery Brow, born in: Georgia: 

6 Novenber 1812, died. 27 November 18843 married 5 January” 1837, Rise 
inn Fort,. bern in. Alabama 12 October 1820; died Meridian, Mississippt. 


or ‘April 1858; danghter of Burvell Jackson Fort, born 28 December 17973. 
' dded 3 November 1836; and Nancy Northington, died cires 1821.. David 


Montgomery Brown was already settled at Meridian, Mississipp! on & large ed 
plantation vith 3 many slaves before he married. The firet house built 
cires, 1835 oy these slaves: still stands and is standing today. (1959). 
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~ > ghildren of the life with slaves and the early: days in Texas.. On 3 c ae ‘ 
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4 In this house: the..firat. child, Janes Burvell Brow, vas tora 2 Ostaber 


1837, On 6 December 1855 he married Cyntha G. Stephens born, 3 March | 
1839; died 25. September 1876;_ the daughter of a planter in the: comity, 7 
named Charles Stephens, and hia wife, Sarah Suith. During the Civil War | 
James enlisted and served as a. Private in Company "F", Second: Reginent: | 


of Mississippi Cavalry. In 1869, together with the Lacy family and. . 


probably. others, he came in wagons to Texas with his entire. fanily of: 
eight children, settling near nanashora) Texas. He died 7 December 1908. 
The fourth child of this family was John Rufus Brown, born 22 May 1861 | 
in Mississippi, died 9 December 1925. He told many tales te hie grand 


15 Novenber 1882, Sarah Elisabeth Lacy, the dqughter of Elijah. we “Lasye 


"and his wife Jane Elizabeth Avara, became the vife of John Ratan, and 


17 Atguat 1883 William Franklin Brown was born. Hijab We. Lacy for 
several years had been a constable in Lauderdale: County, Masiaeippt 

so it vas nothing but natural that the sheriff of Wood County, Texas. would. 
seek him out in 1870 to help take a fugitive negro. es Elijah was s riding 


‘by a large tree the negro hit his arm, breaking. At witha pine knot,” noe 4 


then. clubbed. him to death. Jane Elisabeth Avera, lacy wit tare 3 Tay 
1839 in Gaorgix, died tn Eldorado, Cklaboma, 1 January 1910 the: daughter 
af a: ‘Blanter named Thomas Lacy, born 1768, died 9 August: 1875, and tie : 
vife Jeanie. Elijah Lacy served in the Civil War from Misa eeiprts - A 


Mie father was Stephen acy, born in Virginie Cizee 1762, and bia: 
“mother vas Martha, born in Virginia circe 1788. For. many years before o 
= deat they] Lived. in Laxiardale Country Miasissippl « ae © ee 


s 


er a 


= 1695, Elisabeth: decabeduckvood. (that's what the records sayi!)-.. Their 
: " (BORy. ‘Elias TT ves born also: in Isle of Wight. Coanty. Virginia efrem:.” 
16965 fed: 1761 and. apparently Lived om the: family plantation at Round: mo 
"HLLL Suunp after his parenterand the minor children. aoved to orth - 
a Carolina. Bafore 1730 he, too, moved into North Carclina, but inte. 
“Edgecombe County, wheve on 14 July. 1730 his son Elias IT waa: born. | 
Serax Sugg, born 24. May 1738, died. 19 March. aad became. the wits of, ae 
| Kiias: OT in. 1758 She vas the daughter of Aquille Suse, berm ta. | se | 
: Virginia 1706, dled after 1780.. For thirty-one years. Aquila ¥ wae a 
meuberiof the slonial Legislature (Burgese) of North: Caroline. Ee a Se 
o was. apparently = merchant of sone wealth.: His father vee George. ous; — 


Yort {II wes a Baptist. deacon for forty years. His 


. mn : ~ \ 
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| i The. family of Wi2liem Franklia Brown's great—grandmother, Fiza oe 


fae Torte is interesting in several respects. Elias Fort I isa firs® 
mentioned in Virginia. Records in « will Recorded in 1668 in Isle of 


Wight County in which Elias Fort, Junior, is left 2 legacy by one Joseph 
Pool. Some tine bafore March 1678 this lias I died, for at this time 


his uidow asked the court. to appoint adwinistrators. of his. estate ‘te. 


sadist her in providing for the children left in the home. The Son 


George was born in Isle of Wight County, Virginia circa 1670, probably — 


living near Round Hill Swamp until he moved to North Carolina between 


 IH21719, the year he died in Albenarle County. He had narried 3 Mareh bath 


born. atrem 1665 im Virginia, brother of William ant oe Sage Hitas: ee 
e churel: vas cal 
Church at the F Falls of Tar River in. Nash end. Bagvoombe: > Gomttas, North. qd 


carehinas When the. Kebukey Baptist Association var’ for me 
, (thd ta one of the oldest asscciations in: pmestens,) he we a: =e 


rie 


wide | 
, a: ‘ 


: wey 
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af from North: Carclina. in 1793. The second ‘pouse built for the cogreention 
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| from his. church, and. in 47m was: elected: clerk. On: 11 apoth VTE he 
enlisted as a Private in the Continental bray. at the age of AT and’ 
father of nine children. It is indicated: he ‘spent. the winter vith. 
Washington at Valley Forge. After’ the var (tn vndioh he. attained’ the 
rank of Sergeant) he returned home and served two teras as sheriff. of 
Edgecombe County. In 1790, at the age of 60 and vith all his large 
family, slaves and sséneusions he moved from Tarboro , Korth Carolina 7 
to Tennessee, there they spent the winter in the fort at Neehborough | 


(Nashville). He employed Andrew Jackson at Knoxville, ‘Tennessee, with 


| . others to ride "shotgun" for him and his i. ba protect them: from: 
the. Indians. When spring. came. the. group: moved some. forty-five miles. 4 
north vents inte the: Mere. District. (now Robertson County) and: there: the ay 
came, te: rest Or: several thousand acres of” land: eats him for’ bt e ve 7 


service i the Continental Army - On 14 January: 1819, at the age ofr < 
eighty-olght years and six. ponths. his earthly life ended and he vas : 


buried: beside his wife near hay plantation ee ees niles: ao gee 


ke hh death, bis: church menberahip vas in: the: Rec: River Baptist 
city. _obganised in 1791. ‘He and hie wite had moved ‘their aenbershiy 


re, 


j vas eatfed “Ports Meeting House". On the: pages-of the: church minutes’, 
2 enh churches in vbiek: he had held. membership. ; | 

a vA Two descendants for Elias Port. aI are. - the source: » of * tantiy pride. 

cp Ye: v vas: Witlien Fort; som. of. Hites mi. 400. 3 me 1758: he was. torn im -! 

: vrth, Carolina and dfed.& Jamuary 1802 at. the age of 43 at his plantations 


lena, Porpaeese: The grave is marked with a Revolutionary, War marker. act 
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idaus,. Tennessee. He was e member of the First General Assembly of 


- North: Caroling. 1788; represented: his. county in the First and Seeond 


Constitutional Sonyentiona: of North Carolina; was.a member of the: First 


Constitutional Convention of the State of Tennessee 1796 3 the original: 

copy of the Tennessee constitution is in his. hend writing, and vben 

Robertson County was organized he was the first Comty Judge. : | 
B. grandson of Elias Fort ITI was Colonel Ben Franklin rey: who 


with Colenel Thomas Lubbock, “brother of Governor Lubbock of Texas , 


| organized ani trained the famous "Terry Hangers? of Texas We brought, 


fame to the. state by their gallant actions during the Civil War. Colonel 


Terry was. tlle during the war between the states. A. great memorial ° 


to the Terry Rangers has eek erected on the grounds of the i oa 


% Butlding in: Austin, Toxas. 


The: eighth child of Elias III and Sarah SUEE®. was Elias IV and was 
bern 9 Septeuber 177h3 wares 1797 Catherine Prines who. was born in 
Seuth Carolina’ 7 ‘September 1774, died 3 January 1838,. deuehten of 
Captain William rrince of the American Revolution vho wes born in 


Virginia. 19: May, 17525, died Princeton, Kentucky, 1 August 18105. go 


charter member and? a. deacon. of the Rad: River Church previously mentioned «. 


The first. necting house of the congregation was called "Prince's Mewting: 


House" .. He. cane + Port Royal y. Lennescee tn, 1782 vhere his wife, Dat: ; 


. Sines. Barry dieds Was a membex of she constitutional gonvention ef the: 


state. ia 1796, and moved: to. Fea sneky: circa W797 ensre: he: was given | 


: extensive holdings. for ate: service daring the Revolution. Princeton, abe 


in) Cedar: Hilt. Cemetery, Prinoeton,. rene His. father vaa John Pringey, : 


a Kentucky was: ‘named: ‘for: hin: in. JetT< Bex. is barted’ in. Be well-marked: =a 


We 


a eWay A 
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Cette cid teen pa eae 


7 married 28 Mery Jones. of: orth Carolina, bor 17565 noved te: vhat ie. 


7 ‘the Provineial Congress ix 1775; vas a nenber of the Comittes of 


Safety: and vas a menber of the First General Asseabiy’ 1776. His wife. 
was Sarah, ‘daughter of Joseph Berry, and Nuldah Hewett. 


. Burvell Jackson Fort, born 28 December 1797, was. the eldest. ehild. : 


of Yiias Iv. In 1818 he wwe with. his young wife, Nancy NOcthington’ 


to Dallas County (now Green County), Alabama. He had large holdings: ” 


_ and aprarently was an influential man, since the commmity wen called : 
"Forts" until the railroad came through and the Jonstecn was nened for. 

aie the contractor, Mr. Marion. For several years: be served as Justice of see ; 

| x the Peace of Dellas County. | In 1836 he died suddenly in Cebabay thes es 
| a 7 == the state.. In his will he requested. to be buried: ati he 


"Taney Rorthington's tantly was an old Virginia tantly. In: 1698 
Samael Yorthingter, who came from. Baglend, waa grented tand din Glow 


oester county. His wife was- Hannah. Their son, Samel Northington 1 . | . 

we born in Charles City County, Virginia, and served in the: Virginia: : a | 
ar Golontat ‘Troops. a 17Lh he: ated. Ais vite was. Amn Sterling. Be 
7 Rorthington ITT, son of Samuel II, born in Virginie in 1725, died 17365 
i “served in the. evolutionary Wary. was a uember of the Virginia Assembly 
: | coe and narriod ae Edamnds of Surry Comty, Virginie, who: was 
Sie . born: +728- and died 17724: Samuel Forthingten IV; borm 1754, ated 18635 23 


served’ in. the Revolutionary War aga Private in the Cumberland County, 


1 North. Caroline: wlitiag. vasa nember of the. North Carolina lagialatares, - ue 


tern, in Virginia. z : Felruary 1710, died 2 Spartantary, 8 South: Carolina, 
16 February 17825 moved to South Gervlina vhere he served as. neuber of 
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_ now Clarksville, Tennessee circa 1825. It was here Barwell. Jackson as 


Fort and Naney Nerthington married. 


Sous fow miles west of "Forts", ‘the home of Burwell Jackson and: | 


Nancy Northington Fort, in Alabama, was the crossroads celled "Brows". 


It is so known today (1959). I have a thecry that this place vas. 


settled by Ravid Montgomery Brown's family and that he knew Flisa Ann. 


Fort before he bought land in Mississippi from Jesse J, Butler of 
Green County, Alabawe in 1235. Anyway, the marriage took place -—— | 


ragly. 


joining the Brows and. Forts ir 
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Cynthia Ann BUTLER, was born Oct. 23, 1820. 

James B. BUTLER, was born Nov. 18, 1822; died Oct. 1, 1823. 

Jesse H. BUTLER, was born Dec. 27, 1824. 

Ephram I. BUTLER was born Apr. 24, 1827. 

David B. BUTLER, was born Mar. 25, 1830. 

. Martha E. BUTLER, was born Apr. 2, 1832. 

Mary I. BUTLER, was born May 16, 1834. 

Christopher C. BUTLER was born Sept. 28, 1836; died Aug. 17, 1840. 
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James BROWN, Jr., was born July 29, 1804. He married Susan ALFORD. 


Elizabeth BROWN, was born July 26, 1807. Im February 1827, she 
married Levi CLOUD. They had three children. Elizabeth died June 26, 


1832. 


3. Aaron E. CLOUD, was born May 8, 1828. 
3. Levi J. CLOUD, was born Apr. 14, 1830. 
3. William A. CLOUD, was born May 5, 1832; died Sest. 1832. 


Susan Catherine BROWN, was born Apr. 20, 1810. On Sept. 3, 1835, 
she married William COATS, who died Sept. 13, 1852. They had one 
childs 


3. James B. COATS, was born June 6, 1836. 


David Montgomery BROWN, was born Nov. 6, 1812, in North Carolina. 
(1880 MS Census says he was born in Georgia. State to be clarified 
later). He died Nov. 27, 1884, in Lauderdale Co.. MS. snd is buried 
in Pace Church (Fellowship) Cemetery, Lauderdale Co., MS. 

On Jan. 5, 1837, in Greene Co., AL, he married Eliza Ann FORT, J.H. 
Rainey, Justice of the Peace, officiating. Eliza was born Oct. ioe 1820, 
in Dallas Co., AL, daughter of Burwell Jackson FORT and Nancy 
NORTHIINGTON. Eliza Ann BROWN died Apr. 1, 1858, in Lauderdale Co., MS, 
and is buried in Pace Church (Fellowship) Cemetery, Lauderdale ¢o., MS. 
NOTE:, The FORTS and NORTHINGTONS are treated separately in this history). 


In the late 1820's or early 1830's, in a spirit of adventure, David 
set out to find the ideal place to settle down and make a home. He 
preferred not to settle in the Carolinas or Georgia, so he traveled over 
ies Alabama. It is not known what year this was, but at some point he 

acquired all the land around the community of Browns, AL, which is about 


eight miles west of. Forts, AL, now “Marion Junction, whiére he met the 
charming and aristocratic Eliza Z Ann FORT, whom he later married. 


David M. BROWN had a lovely home in Browns, and in 1920 it was still 
standing, as a descendant of one of the pioneer families of the area, 
Mrs. Mary Harrell Stanberry, of Browns (1982) recalled a wagon 
trip with her parents that year to visit the Brown house. She recalled 
that it was a lovely one-story white house, with green roof, and 
beautiful grounds. It had a line of cedar trees forming a lane from the 
house to the church, At that time (1920) a family of Colored people, 
also named Brown, lived in the house and Mr. Brown said the property 
had been willed to his forefathers by David M. Brown. The house 
later burned and there is nothing left of it today. Unfortunately, 


in 1982 the Browns, AL, Post Office was closed and mail is now de- 
livered through Marion Junction. 


For some reason, David did not stay in Alabama. One family theory 
ia that it was because the railroad went right through his land. 
However, there is some doubt about this as it would appear he had 
already purchased land in Mississippi before the railroad was 
started. In any event, he traveled over into Mississippi, going as 
far as the western part of the State, but returned and in 1835 pur- 
chased land in the northern part of Lauderdale County. One family 
account says the land was purchased from the Government. Another 
account says it was purchased from Jesse J. Butler of Greene Co., AL. 
County records have not been found to establish this fact, but they do 
show that 1,720 acres inTownship 8 belonged to D.M.Brown. 


Whether David purchased the land before traveling to Mississippi, 
or whether he returned to Alabama afterward, is not clear. However, 
the marriage of David M. Brown and Eliza Ann Fort was performed 
January 5, 1837, in Greene Co., AL. 


The land David purchased was located not far north of Meridian 
near the old Center Hill School. The building was used as a shirt 
factory for a number of years, and in 1989 it was still standing, 
though vacant and delapidated. 


Here David built his home of logs cut and hewn square by his 
Negro slaves. It was weatherboarded and ceiled on the inside with 
12" boards of long leaf pine. The floor was of the same material. 
The doors were made of two boards each about 18" of heart pine, which 
had never warped nor deteriorated in 1938, at which time the 
interior was in fairly good condition. 


is old home had two large square rooms with an open hallway 
between, and a veranda running the length of the two rooms and hall. 
The kitchen was detached from the main building, as was the custom in 
those days. Two larger rooms had wide open fireplaces in each end. 
This home was not elaborate in any way, but was comfortable and sub- 
stantial. 


After having children of school age, David, being a man of 
educational advantages, realized the need of a school in this new 
country where schools were few and far between. He talked this over 
with other men of the community, and they were very few, and sug- 
gested a meeting on a site most centrally located for a school. 

The meeting was held under an oak tree that stood near where 

R. L. Brown's house stood in 1937, and after the conference it 

was decided that a house which David had built on this site was the 
most desirable place. He therefore loanded the house for this 
purpose. 
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It was a one room log house with a large open fireplace and win- 
dows with shutters. The men of the community got together their 
Slaves and had logs hewn by hand into seatse It was a crude but 
comfortable building, typical of that period, 1844. 

Here David M. Brown taught for many years, teaching his own sons 
as well as those of his neighborse This school was located about a 
fourth mile from Drip-Off Springs, and it was called the Drip-Off 
School. 

Later the school was moved to another private house, and still 
later into the Drip-Off Baptist Church, which was very near these 
beautiful springs. This served as both church and school for 
about ten years, when in 1897 it was made into a public school and 
had a new building for that purposee 

This school, founded by David Me Brown, was attended by his 
children, some of his grandchildren, and a few of his great grand- 
children in one or another of its locations before it was consoli- 
dated into the Center Hill School. 

It is believed that this Drip-Off School is where George Beeman 
taught when he and Elvie Williamson were married in 1917. 

Up to the beginning of the War Between the States, vavia Me 
Brown was a wealthy man, owning much land and many Negro slaves, 
who tilled his acres.s However, he continued to teach school for 
he felt that the cultivation of the mind was as important as cul=- 
tivation of his plantation, and men capable of teaching were 
scarce, in those days. 
| David Brown was considered a just man and many were the times 
his neighbors or friends would seek his advice in their difficul- 
ties. He was a friend to all -- the rich and poor alikee He was 
not a politician but was interested in anything for the betterment 
of his community. 

One of David's sons, Albert Gallatin, still living in 1937, told 
that in his old age his father loved to tell his children and grand- 
children of his many adventures during his early teaching days, of 
his encountering wolves on many occasion: while riding horseback to 
and from school, and of once meeting a beare The country in those 
days was a wilderness except for the few homes which were many 
miles aparte 

David did not serve in the Confederate Army but contributed five 
Sons to this causes After the war, having lost his slaves, he di- 
vided his plantation among the children, deeding each one his just 
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LINEAGE OF ELIZA ANN FORT 
FIRST WIFE OF DAVID MONTGOMERY BROWN 


The family of Eliza Ann FORT has been traced back to the mid-1600's in 
Isle of Wight County, Virginia. This author has relied in great part 
on the research documented in "A Family Called Fort," by Homer T. 
Fort, Jre and Drucilla Stovall Jones. This document is concerned 
generally only with the direct lineage of Eliza Ann Fort, and anyone 
interested in accounts of other Fort descendants is referred to the 
above book. 


The first record is a reference to: 


1. Elias FORT; who was probably born between 1630 and 1646. His "mark" 
f= Touna on the findings of a coronor's jury dated Oct. 9, 1667, and 


he had to be 21 years of age to serve on the jury. Not much is 
known of the first Elias FORT, and his "mark" on the jury report 
indicates that he could not write at this time. However, there are 
further records of jury duty and his administration of several 
estates, so it may be assumed that he was a man of abilities. 


Elias Sod I married Phillis CHAMPION, and they had three sons: 

Hlias, Jo and George FORT. The first Elias probably died in late 
1677 or early 1678, as in March, 1678, his widow asked the court to 
appoint administrators of his estate to assist her in providing for 


the children left in the home. 


2. Elias FORT, the oldest son of Elias and Phillis FORT, lived in 
Surry County, Vae, and married a girl named Sarah. They had 
seven children: Elias, John, Holliday, Phillis, Faith, Mary, 
and Alice. 


2. John FORT, 2nd son of Elias and Phillis FORT, was born about 
1665 in Isle of Wight Coe, Vae He married Elizabeth JORDAN 
about 1685. He died about 1725- He and Elizabeth had nine 
children: William, Elias, John; a George, Richard, 
Thomas, Mary, Sarah and Hannah FORT. 


. Theré are many descendants of the above Elias and John FORT, 
sons of Elias and Phillis FORT, but this document is devoted 
to the direct line of ancestry for Eliza Ann FORT, which is: 


ORT, was born between 1668 and 1675, in Isle of Wight; 
Cov, Vae He probably lived near Round Hill Swamp until he 
moved to North Carolina between 1712 and 1719, the year he died 
in Albemarle Co», N.C. George was the first of the Fort family 
to move from Isle of Wight and Surry counties, Virginia. 


On March 1, 1695, George married Elizabeth Accabe DUCKWOOD (or 
Elizabeth ACCABEDUCKWOOD), and they had nine children: Elias, 
George, Benjamin, Samuel, John, Catherine, Alice, Phillis and 

Elizabeth FORT. 


3° Elias FORT, first child of George and Elizabeth, was born 
aAbDOUL 1OO0~-1696, in Isle of Wight Coe, Vae He moved into 
the old Chowan Coe, N.C. around 1720. He married a girl 
named Catherine (or Cathron), whose surname is not known. 


By 1740, Elias and Catherine had moved into Edgecombe Coe, 
NeCe,y along the Tar Rivere It is said that the black mud 
of the river stuck to the heels of those crossing it, and 
this is the origin of the nickname “Tar-Heel" which still 
"clings" to North Carolinians. 
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Elias FORT died in Edgecombe Coo, N.C. in 1761e He and 

Catherine had four children: William, Elias, Joseph, and 

sarah FORT: =. 

4, William FORT, was born sometime prior to 1741. He 
died in Wayne Coe, N.C. in 1791. His wife's name is 
not known, but he had two children: 


5e Sarah FORT 
5- Benjamin FORT 


4. Joseph FORT, born about 1725-31. His wife's name is 
not known, but he had seven children: 


5e John FORT, born Dece 9, 1762. 

5. James FORT, born Sept. 8, 1765-6 

5 Elias FORT. 

5. Elizabeth FORT, born about 1756-58. 
5- Ann FORT. 

5. Pheraby FORT 

5e Catherine FORT. 


4. Sarah FORT, born about 1724 in Bertie Coe, N.C. 


4, Elias eort S#econd son of Blias and Catnerine FORT, 
(hereinatter referred to as Elias FORT, III), was born 
July 14, 1720, in Edgecombe Coe, N.C., at Tar River. 
In 1758, he married Sarah SUGG, who was born May 15; 
1738, probably in Norfolk Coc, Vae, the daughter of 
Aquilla SUGG and his wife, Elizabeth MAUND. 


Aquilla SUGG, born in Virginia in 1706, died after 
1780, was a prominent citizen of Edgecombe Coc, N.C. 
He was a member of the Colonial Legislature (Burgess) 
of North Carolina for many yearse He was apparently 
a merchant of some wealthe Late in life he devoted 
all his energies to spreading the Gospel as a Metho- 
dist minister. His father was George SUGG and he 
a4 had two brothers, William and Josephe 


In April 1777, and the father of nine children, Elias III 
enlisted in the Continental Army, serving with the lst 
North Carolina Battalion, commanded by Cole Thomas Clarke — 
It is indicated that his Battalion spent the winter with 
George Washington at Valley Forgee 


After the war, Elias served as sheriff of Edgecombe Co. 


About 1790, after spending more than 60 years in Edge- 
combe County, Elias with his wife, married sons and 
daughters, and other relatives, with all their possessions, 
including slaves, migrated across the Appalachians to 
Tennessee~ They spent the winter in the fort at Nash- 
borough (Nashville). 


He employed Andrew Jackson (later to become President 

of the United States) at Knoxville. Tenne, with others, 

to ride "“shot-gun" for him and his family to protect 

them from the indianse The next spring they moved on 

to what is now Robertson COe,y Tenne and settled on several 
thousand acres of land granted him for his service in the 
Continental Army. 
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For 40 years Elias was a Deacon in the Baptist Church. 

At his death, his church membership was in the Red River . 
Baptist Church, organized in 1791. The second house 
built for the congregation was called "Forts Meeting 
House-e” On the pages of the church minutes is spread 

an appreciation of his years of service for the Lord 
through the churches in which he held membership. 


Sarah FORT died Mare 19, 1802, in Montgomery Co-«, Tennes 
and was buried on their plantation about three miles from 
Adams. Elias FORT, III, died on Jan. 14, 1819, and was 
buried beside his wife on the plantation, at his own re- 
quest. His grave is marked with a Revolutionary War 
markere 


Elias III and Sarah FORT had nine children, alli born in 
Sdsecombe COc«, NeCe3 


5 William FORT, born June 23, 1759, died Jan. 8, .1802, 
in Robertson CO«e, Tenne On Mare 6, 1782 he married 
Elizabeth HILLIARD and they had eight childrene 


5. Josiah FORT, born Sept. 8, 1762, died Apr. 21, 1848, 
in Tenne On Jane 17, 1788 he married 1) Piety HORN 
and they had eight childrene On Dece 19, 1319 he 
married Piety's sister, Selah, and they had one sone 


5, Catherine FORT, born in 1764, died Feb. 23, 1817 in 
Robertson Coe, Tenne In 1787 she married Matthew 
WILLIAMS, and they had 7 children. 


5. Milbrev_ FORT, born in 1766. Married.William DeLOACH,Jr. 
They had eight children. 2 


5. Esther FORT, born in 1768, died Dece 14, 1818, in 
Robertson Coe, Tenne Married Burwell JACKSONe They 
had one sone : 


5. Elizabeth FORT, born in 1770, died Dece 28, 1825 in 
Robertson Coe, Tenne She married Epaphroditus LAWSON. 
They had no childrene 


5. Obedience FORT ("Bedie"), born Jane 21, 1771, died 
Mare L, 15%7, in Houston, Harris Coe, Texas. On 


Nove 3, 1791 she married Major David SMITH. They 
had eleven children, all born in Kentucky. 


S$. Elias FORT, We(see details later) 


5e Su FORT, born June 24, 1776, died Mar. 22, 1829 in 
Robertson COe,-Tenne On Dece 10, 1801 he married 
Elizabeth DIGGSe They had two sonse 


Here the line of ancestry for Eliza Ann FORT is: 


5S»e Elias FORT, WY, sometimes referred to as "Jre", was 


born Septe 7, 1774, in Edgecombe Coe, N.C. In 1797; 
in Robertson Coe, Tenne, he married Catharine PRINCE, 
who was born Mare 17, 1774, in South Carolina, the 
daughter of Capt. William PRINCE and his second wife, 
Dulcinea BARRYe They had twelve children, all born 
In Robertson Coe, Tenne Catharine died Jane 7, 1838, 
in Tenn. @lias IV died in 1827. 
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Catharine PRINCE's father, William PRINCE, born 
May 19, 1752, in Virginia, son of John PRINCE, 
born Feb. 2, 1710, in Virginia, and his wife, 
Sarah HEWETT. John PRINCE moved into South 
Carolina, Where he was a member of the Provincial 
Congress in 1775 and held other important posi- 
tions.e 


William PRINCE was Captain in the American Revo- 
lutione He moved to Fort Royal, Tenne, in 1782; 
where Dulecinea diede He moved to Kentucky about 
1797, where he was given extensive holdings for 
his service in the Revolutionary Ware Princeton, 
Kentucky was named for him in 1917. He is buried 
in a well marked grave in Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
Princetons Kye 


children of Elias Jana Catharine FORT are: 


Burwell J. FORT, I, was born Dec. 28, 1797. 
(See details later). 


Sarah FORT, was born July 4, 1799, in Robertson 
Coe, Tene, died Oct. 295 1801. 


Lewis Albartus FORT, was born Febe 18, 1801, in 
Robertson COes, Tenne, died Septe 12, 1823, in 
Dallas Coe, Alae His wife's name is not known, 
but he had three children. 


Nancy Prince FORT, was born May 13, 1802, in 
Robertson CO«esy Tenne On Auge 28, 1828; she 
married Hardiman Israel HARRELL. They had two 
SOnS e 

Elizabeth FORT, was born Aug. 15, 1806, in 
Robertson COe, Tenny died Septe 29, 1831. 

Mary Be "Polly" FORT, was born Dece ll, 1807, in 


Robertson CO«esy Tenne, Gied Auge 6, 1842 in 
Mayhew, Lowndes Ccey Mse In 1825 she married 


John Tinsley CONNELL. They had seven children. 


William P. FORT, was born Septe 19, 1809, in 
Robertson Co,Tenne, died Sept. 7, 1812. 


Dorothy "Dollie" Berry FORT, was born Mar. 4, 
1811, in Robertson Coe, Tenne, died Septe 17, 
1877, in Louisianae She married Thomas Dixon 
CONNELL, and they had seven children. 


Josepn W. FORT, was born May 13, 1815, in 
Rovertson COse,y Tenne On Jane 7, 1842, he married 
Susan M. WHITFIELDe They had two childrene 


Martha Marie FORT, was born Auge 16, 1816, in 
Robertson COs, Tenne On Fed. 23, 1832; she 
married Thomas Jefferson FORT. 


Elisha P. FORT, was born Dece 20, 1817, in 
Robertson Coe, Tenne 


Cath@rine O- FORT, was born Jane 29, 1820, in 
Robertson Coe, Tenne 
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Here the line of ancestry for Eliza Ann FORT, is 
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Burwell Jackson Fort Dias born Dece 28, 17975 in 
Obertson COces Yenne In 1818, in Montgomery Coc, 
Tenne, he married his first wife, Nancy NORTHING- 
TON, the daughter of Samuel NORTHINGTON IV and 
his second wife, Mary JONES of North Carolina. 


The lineage of Nancy NORTHINGTON: 


Samuel NORTHINGTON, came from England, and 
was granted land in Gloucester CO«, Vae in 
1691.e He and his wife, Hannah, had at least 
one son: 


Samuel NORTHINGTON, II, born in Charles City 
COey Vaey Served in the Virginia Colonial 
Troopse He died in 1744. He and his wife, 
Ann STERLING, had at least one son: 


Samuel NORTHINGTON, III,, born in Virginia 

in 1725, died in 1794. Served in the Revo- 
lutionary Ware Member of the Virginia 
Assembly of 1784. He married Phillis EDMUNDS 
of Surry Coe, Va (1728-1772). They had at 
least one son: 


Samuel NORTHINGTON, IV, born 1754 in Virginia, 
died 1843, Montgomery Coe, Tenn.e Served in 
Revolutionary War as a private in Cumberland 
Coe, NC. Militiae Member of the North Caro- 
lina Legislatures He married, the second 
time, Mary JONES of North Carolinae They 
moved to what is now Clarksville, Tenne They 
had at least one daughter: 


Nancy NORTHINGTON, who married in 1818 in 
Clarksville, Tenne, as his first wife, Burwell 
Jackson FORT, I, son of Elias FORT, IV; and 
Catharine PRINCE. Nancy died between 1820 and 
1824 in Dallas Coes, Alae 


Soon after their marriage, Burwell J. FORT brought 
his young bride to Dallas Coe, (now Greene Co-e), 
Alabama Territory, where he became a pioneer 
settler, planter and speculator in land. 


About the same time the Forts came to Alabama, 
three other pioneer families settled in the same 
general area: The Harrells,; Rascos, and Boswellse 
Apparently the three families were friends and 
many marriages took place between them. 

One family member, now deceased, related that 
around 1825 there were two small communities in 
Dallas Co, near Cahabae One was “Harrell's 
Crossroads" -- a railroad flag station -— composed 
mostly of a .eligious sect known as the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Churche 


The other community was called "Forts? It became 
an important railroad junction and in 1875 it was 
renamed "Marion Junction" for the contractor who 


or 
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built the railroade In 1891 it was renamed 
"Bridges" but in 1903 it was renamed "Marion 
Junction", which name it retains today (1982). 
These name changes are documented in a letters 
dated Auge 10, 1967, to Mrse John E- Riley (Ruth 
FORT) of Birmingham, Alaes now deceased, from 
the Alabama Department of Archives and History. 


It is of interest to note that the Forts came 

to Dallas County in 1818 and in 1819 the Alabama 
Territory became the State of Alabama, and ~ 
Cahaba, a community in the blueprint stage, 
without buildings or population became the 
capital of the new Statee 


The Fort house was built by William Boswelle One 
of the Forts had married a Boswelle Burwell Jo 
Fort bought the house and his son, Burwell Je 
Fort, Jre lived in ite The house was later 
bought by a Randall, and it is still standing 
today (1982) and is known as the Randall Housee 


Burwell J. FORT had large holdings and apparently 
was a very influential mane For several years he 
served as Justice of the Peace in Dallas County. 
He died suddenly in 1836 and was buried, at his 
own request, on the plantation. . 


Burwell J. and Nancy FORT had two children: 


7. William E. FORT, was born Febe 6, 1819, in 
Dallas COe, Alae He died July 27, 1844. 
Presumably he never marriede 


7. Eliza Ann FORT,“was born Oct. 12, 1820, in 
fatlas COe, Alae She died Apre 17, 1858, near 
Meridian, Lauderdale Coe, Mse On Jane 5s 1835, 
she married David Montgomery BROWN. 


After Nancy FORT died, Burwell J. married 
Charlotte Elizabeth HARRELL, and they had six 
childrens Charlotte raised William Ho and Eliza 
Ann with her own children: - 


7, Lewis Albartus FORT, born May 9, 1825. 

. Burwell Jackson FORT, II, born Apre 6, 1827. 
Noah Su FORT, born Mare 28, 1829. 

Frances Alabama FORT, born Feb. 15, 1831. 
Elias We FORT, born Febe 28, 1833. 

Gabriel Holmes FORT, born June 2, 1835-6 
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INFORMATION ON ELIAS FORT OF TENNESSEE 
AND THE MINUTES OF THE EARLY KEHUKEY 
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 1769 - 1777 
MR. JOHN H. BROWN AND WILLIAM T. TALBERT, LONG- 
TIME MINISTER OF GUMLOG PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH 


HAD ELIAS FORT (BORN 1730; died 1819) AS A 
COMMON ANCESTER. 


COMPLIMENTS OF MRS. W. T. TALBERT OF BAILEY, MS. 
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MINUTES OF THE KEHUKEY ASSOCIATION 


1769 = 1777 
(1775 lost) 


Copied from a copy in the possession of Mrs. Maurice 


Tolleson, Adans, Tennessee. 
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The original minutes are in a book presumably brought 
into Tennessee by ELIAS FORT (born 1730 died 1819) in 
1790 from Tarboro, North Carolina. He had been Clerk 
of the Association in 1771. The book was placed in 
theTennessee State Archives several years ago by his 


descendant, Miss Jane Fort. 


N H, B.S 
Chaplain (Maj) USA 
scendant of Elias Fort 


The Sixth Day of ber Anno. Domini. 1769. 4 Considerable number of 

Baptist Ministers and Brethren mett at Kehukey in the County of Hal‘ ifax 

and province of North Carolina to consult abcvut the Expediency of an 
Association and the manner of Conducting it to the gigantace of the Churches, 
the issue of the meeting was, adopting the platform and Sentiments of the 
Philladelphia Association, and their co: forming themselves into aT ke- Body 
the Churches that incorporated this year in the Church at Kehukey in Hallifax 
County the church at Tossneot and Tar River in Edgecomb County and the 

Church in Bertie and the Church in Pitt Ccunty: The sentements eenecmiine 

an Association are first that such an Newodiation is useful and Beneficial: 
first Union and Commion among themselves maintaining ears effectually the 
Crder an: and faith once Delivered to the Saints, haveing advice in Cases of 
Doubts, Helps ir Distress &. Secondly, that such an Association is consistant 
with the Independency of particular Churches because it pretends tobe on 

more that an Advisory ecGnees Disclaiming Superiority jurisdiction Coercive 
Right of Infallibillity - thirdly, that an Arsociatior Should Consist cf men 
knowirs arc judicious especially {1 the Scriptures: And now in &c1 currence 
with the above ser téments we who's Names are hereunto. subscribec being met to- 
gether as we trust in fear of ged and haveing a desire to promote the Glory of 


Gcd anc the good of his church we have unanimcusly urited and joined curselves 


topether in an Association. 
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tenants. There were a number of farmers who lived on land rented from 
absentee landlords. Leaving no 'paper trail', their names have been lost. 
sa 

It was early in 1835 that David Montgomery Brown came to the wilderness 
in Lauderdale County to settle and begin a plantation. David, born in North 
Carolina in 1812, was the youngest son of a family of nine children. The 
father, James Brown, Sr., was a veteran of the American Revolution, having 
fought in the Continental Line. The mother was Martha Gallman, daughter 
of John C. and Susan Gallman of North Carolina. The Browns were a family 
of means and young David received a good education. 

James Brown died in 1821 and David, after collecting his share of the 
inheritance, saddled up his horse and set out westward to start life on his 
own. He settled for a while in Alabama, buying a plantation in Dallas 
County. [The community around his plantation later became known as Browns, 
Alabama. His attractive one-story white house with its well-kept grounds 
and its row of Cedars lining the lane, was still occupied in 1938, although 
it has since burned. ] 

In Alabama David met a charming Southern belle that quite took his 
fancy. She was Miss Eliza Ann Fort, the aristocratic eldest daughter of 
Burrell J. Fort, Sr., an established plantation owner who lived at Forts, 
located about eight miles from Brown's. David Brown found Miss Eliza 
delightful. [The community called Forts was renamed Marion Junction when 
the railroad came through in 1875, the name still used today. |] 

Burrell Jackson Fort was from an old family in America, with his being 
the sixth generation of descendants from Elias (I) and Phillis (Champion) 
Fort of the Isle of Wight, Virginia, who had married there around 1660. The 
succeeding generations migrated first to Chowan Co. and then to Edgecombe 
Co. in North Carolina. Elias Fort (III), Burrell's grandfather, was a merchant 
of some worth, as well as a member of the Colonial Legislature (Burgess). 
When revolution came Elias III enlisted in the Continental Army and served 
under Col. Thomas Clark, spending a winter in Clark's lst N. C. Battalion 
with Gen. Washington at Valley Ronee: 

About 1790 the entire Fort family, married children with their spouses, 
slaves, possessions, crossed the Appalachians and spent that winter at 
Nashborough (Nashville). When spring came they hired Andrew Jackson (who 
later became president) to ride "shot-gun" with their caravan to protect 
them from Indians as they moved on to (now) Robertson County, Tennessee, 
to settle on several thousand acres of land that had been granted Elias Fort 
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III for his wartime services. 

Elias Fort, Jr. (Elias IV, Burrell's father), married Catherine Prince 
of South Carolina in Tennessee. Burrell's mother, Catherine, was daughter 
of Capt. William Prince (a revolutionist) and his second wife, Ducinra Barry. 
[Capt. Prince's father, John, had moved from Virginia to South Carolina where 
he had been a member of the Provincial Congress in 1775]. 

Burrell Fort (b.1787) married Nancy in Montgomery Co., Tennessee. Nancy 
was a daughter of Samuel (IV) and Mary (Jones) Northington, descendants 
of another "old Virginia" family. [Samuel Northington (I) had come from 
England before 1691. Nancy's father was a private in the North Carolina 
Militia and her grandfather (Sam'l III) was in the Virginia Assembly of 1784. ] 

Leaving Tennessee after their marriage in 1818, Burrell and Nancy Fort 
migrated south to the Territory of Alabama. In 1819 the territory became 
a state and Cahaba, a Dallas County town still in the blueprint stage, became 
the new state's capital. Settler Burrell Fort of Dallas County acquired large 
land holdings and became an influential man, serving as a Justice of the 
Peace for several years. 

Burrell and Nancy Fort had two children, William E. (b.1819) and Eliza 
Ann (b.1820). Nancy died when the children were small and Burrwell married 
his second wife, Charlotte Elizabeth Harrell, in 1825. Burwell bought a 
fine house near the time of his second marriage and the community where he 
lived became known as "Fort's". Burwell and Charlotte Fort had six children, 
all raised at Forts, and Charlotte raised Nancy Fort's two children, William 
and Eliza Ann, as her own. [Forts was renamed "Marion Junction" in 1875 when 
the railroad was built through Dallas Co., a name which it retains today. 
The Fort plantation house, now called the Randall house, was still standing 
in 1982. ] 

Seeking to improve his fortune, David M. Brown traveled to Mississippi 
to buy more land. He traveled to the Natchez area but found it “over-crowded". 
He had liked the new lands in eastern Mississippi better for his purposes 
and returned to the new Lauderdale County to make his purchase. The land 
he bought there was located near Drip Off spring (today's Center Hill 
community) and there he began his new plantation. 

Sometimes hiring help, but working alone much of the time, David spent 
long days clearing his land, working until every muscle ached. He planted 
his new fields with cotton that first year, and when it was picked and sold, 
he set about building a log home for his future wife. He cut his own trees 
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and hewed them square to build his walls and hewed 12 inch wide boards of 
long leafed Pine for flooring. He rived out shingles for his roof. His 
finished home had two large square rooms with wide open fireplaces, had 
an open hallway between, and a veranda running the length of the two rooms 
and hall. The kitchen was detached from the main building, as was the custom. 
It was not elaborate but it was comfortable. David wanted his house to 
last a long time, and it did. [The house, which had later been covered with 
weather-boarding and ceiled on 
[CONTINUE TYPING THE NEXT PAGE HERE. ] 
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Route 13, Box 95 
Meridian, MS 39301 
Aug. 13, 1990 


Mrs. Mary Ellen White 
Route 2, Box 122 
Meridian, MS 39305 


Dear Mary Ellen: 


I enjoyed meeting you recently and want to thank you for sharing your 
family history with me, You have certainly gathered a lot of interesting 
information and are to be congratulated on it. = 


I must admit that I had some trouble following the generations and keeping 
them straight, between the several versions I had, but I think they are 
fairly straight now, 


A couple of things don't seem quite right. For one, on the first sheet 
of your “Our White Family Geberations" you show John White as being born 
in 1819, But inasmuch as David White was born in 1780, his father had to 
be born a generation before him and I imagine this should have been 1719, 
However, that still leaves him 61 years old when David was born and while 
not impossible, it’s certainly a little unusual, 


I don’t know how much of my Brown data you copies, but. if you need any 
information on John A. Brown (Eliza Ann's husband) Ill be glad to send 
you what I have. .Your data on that family was very sketchy, 


If you are still interested in getting a copy of "A Family Called Fort" 
here is where I got my copy. \ Bryuking 


Mrs. Drusilla Stoval Jones, 1332 Chestnut St., Bowing Green, Ky, 42101, 
She and her brother, Homer T, Fort, of 9 Fairfae Ct., Midland, TX, co« 
authored the book and it has lots of interesting data on the Forts. Une 
fortunately, they did not know about David Montgomery Brown's two families, 
and they had only one son listed, They had thought they might publish an 
up date, but she told me in a letter that she was sure they would never do 
it. 


Again, it was a pleasure meeting you and thanks for sharing. I*ll be rex 
turning to Dallas the (nad of this week, My address there is: 7315 Lost 
Canyon Drive, Dallas, TX 75249, 


Sincerely, 


(Mrs,) Elmon 0, Brown 


P.S. Please excuse this typing. This is the best typewriter I had 
access to. 
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April 14, 1999 


Lauderdale County Department of 
Archives & History 

P. O. Box 5511 

Meridian, MS 39302-5511 


Dear Sir, 


I ordered the 1850 Census record for Lauderdale County last 
week and the book states that this is the southern district of 
Lauderdale County. I am wondering if you could tell me if this 


census included the northern part of Lauderdale county. My 
ancestor David Montgomery Brown is not listed in this census 
but is listed in the 1840 and years above the 1850 census. Is 


there any other way to locate him and his wife Eliza any other 
way? I need this information for my membership in the D.A.R. 
I know they were in Lauderdale County at this time. They 
bought land and settled there. Eliza died before the 1860 
Census so she is not on that census. The 1840 census does not 
list the wife’s name so that is no help. 


I would appreciate your help if you can assist me in this 
family search. 


Sincerely, 


beqay, 0 


Peggy Brown Caraway 
7319 Red Fox Trail 
Shreveport, LA 71129 
318/687-1575 
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